ST MARTIN, B. C                     [Nov. n

ment in her turn, to which she invited the emperor. St Martin consented
with the utmost reluctance, for though he was above seventy years old,
he never conversed with women except on necessary spiritual affairs.
But he found it unavoidable, as he had several things to petition for;
such as the delivery of prisoners, the recalling several that were in banish-
ment, and restoring estates that had been confiscated. The empress herself
waited upon him at table in the humble posture of a servant.

Neither St Ambrose nor St Martin would communicate with Ithacius
or those bishops who held communion with him, because they sought to
put heretics to death. We cannot wonder at the offence these saints took
at their prosecuting Priscillian in such a manner, when we consider how
much the church abhorred the shedding of the blood even of criminals,
and never suffered any of her clergy to have any share in such causes.
St Martin continually reproved Ithacius for his conduct, and pressed him
to desist from his accusation. He also besought Maximus not to spill the
blood of the guilty; saying it was sufficient that they had been declared
heretics and excommunicated by the bishops, and that there was no pre-
cedent of an ecclesiastical cause being brought before a secular judge.
Ithacius, far from hearkening to his advice, presumed to accuse him of
this heresy, as he usually did those whose manner of life seemed to him
too rigid.

The Ithacians prevailed upon the emperor to send tribunes into Spain
with a sovereign power to search out heretics and deprive them of their
lives and possessions. No one doubted but many innocent persons would
fall undistinguished in this search: for the paleness of a man's countenance
or his dress was enough to bring him into suspicion with those people.
The day after they had obtained this order, they heard, when they least
expected it, that St Martin was almost got to Triers; for he was obliged
to go there very often about affairs of charity. The Ithacians were greatly
alarmed at his coming, and when they found that he abstained from their
communion, they told the emperor that if the obstinacy of Theognostus
was supported by Martin's authority, their reputation would be entirely
ruined. Maximus therefore represented mildly to the holy man that the
heretics had been justly condemned for their crimes by the imperial judges,
not by the bishops. But perceiving that St Martin was not moved, but
urged that the bishops had carried on the prosecutions, Maximus fell into
a passion, and going away, gave immediate orders that the persons for
whom he came to intercede should be put to death. These were Count
Narses and the governor Leucadius, who were abnoxious to Maximus for
haying adhered to Gratian's party. The holy man had still more at heart
to prevent the tribunes being sent into Spain, and this not ontafor the
sake of many Catholics, but also for the heretics, whose lives he was
extremely desirous to save. His not communicating with the Ithacians